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ed to all his nobility, granting to them large| 
incomes and estates. 
He possessed numerous palaces, with floors | 
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covered with valuable paintings, and the apart- 
ments filled with the most costly furniture. On 
levee days, not only his own garments and in- 
signia, but also those of the principal dignita- 
ries, were of princely splendour. Of these pa- 
laces, that of Sans Souci was the most remark- 
able. It was situated on a mountain, about 
twelve miles from Cape Frangois, and overlook- 
ed that capital and the surrounding country for 
several miles. ‘The greater part of the ascent 
from the valley below was hewn out of the 
solid rock. 

The palace itself was large and splendid; a 
stream of water, conveyed under the building, 
and emptying into a large basin at one extre- 
mity of the edifice, induced a refreshing cool- 
ness in its various apartments even during the 
most oppressive hours of the day. 

The gardens behind the palace were laid 
out in terraces, rising one above another, and 
communicating by flights of marble steps. 
The variety of shrubbery and flowers, and the 
order and neatness with which these enclo- 
sures were kept, gave to them dn aspect at 
once beautiful and gay. 

In choosing his nobility, and dispensing his 
honours and riches, Christophe first selected 
those individuals who were connected . by any 
degree of relationship either to himself or the 


Communications and Subscriptions recetved by 
JOHN RICHARDSON, 
CORNER OF CARPENTER AND SEVENTH STREETS, 


PHILADELPHIA. 
—————— SS 
FOR THE FRIEND. 
THE HISTORY OF HAYTI. 
(Continued from page 130.) 

The love of splendour and the thirst for 
power being inherent in men of every colour 
and clime, we may naturally attrivute Chris. 
tophe’s assumption of the regal dignity to am- 
bitious motives; but, at the same time, it is but 
justice to the sable monarch to record, that his 
ascension to the throne was generally sanc- 
tioned by the most experienced and influential 
members of the Haytian commonwealth. They 
argued, and not without reason, that the un- 
settled state of the country, and the barbarous 
and fickle character of the people, incapaci- 
tated them for the enjoyment of unrestrained 
liberty, and rendered necessary the establish- 
ment of a monarchy, which, whilst it possessed 
the requisite energy, should, at the same time, 
be subject to such control, as would render 
impracticable its degeneracy into an arbitrary 
despotism. 

In 1811, in conformity with previous con- 
clusions, Henry Christophe was crowned king 
of Hayti, and the royal pageantry was adjust- 
ed in close imitation of the most refined courts 
of Europe. The crown was declared heredi- 
tary—the laws of descent enacted, and the 
composition of the kingly household, the noble 
titles of dukes, counts, and barons, the general 


ed of those who had evinced a steady attach- 
ment to his person and cause. Most of them 
had been slaves, and many were uneducated, 
yet not a few were men of strong intellectual 
powers. 








cruelty of Dessalines, he had retired to Ame- 
rica, and assumed the mercantile profession. 
But on the accession of Christophe, he return- 


of marble or polished mahogany; the walls}ed to his native island with a considerable for- 


tune acquired by successful commerce—was 
soon raised to the rank of baron, and inter- 
preting secretary to*the king; and in his inter- 
course with the foreigners resident in Hayti, 
quickly became a general favourite, aud ac- 
quired great reputation for talents and acti- 
vity. ’ 

Several others of the nobility and officers of 
the negro kingdom were also deserving of a 
separate notice, but our limits will preclude us 
from the attempt. 

We may next notice the judicial institutions 
of the kingdom. The eivil and criminal codes 
were modelled after those of France and Eng- 
land, with some alterations, which, though 
they curtailed the freedom, were well adapted 
to improve the barbarous character of the 
Haytian subject. Courts of justice, including 
admiralty and criminal tribunals, justices of the 
peace, registers, advocates, &c. were consti- 
tuted in due form. ‘To fill these various offi- 
ces properly, required a large number of indi- 
viduals of intelligence and probity; but among 
a people just emerging from slavery, it was 
not to be expected that the requisite number 
of qualified persons could be obtained; hence, 
although the higher stations were generally oc- 
eupied by men of talents and discernment, it 
must be confessed that the officers of lower 


queen; and, in the next place, the most talent-| grade were too generally vain, ignorant, and 
ivenal. One of the judges at Cape Frangois 
jwas an illiterate, boisterous negro, who had 
|formerly served as cook on board a trading 
ivessel. From officers of this description pro- 


ceeded, as might have been expected, many 


Noele, the queen’s brother, was a man of|arbitrary and unjust decisions. But it ought 
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firmness, prudence, and considerable military|to be mentioned, to the honour of Christophe, 
skill. His titles were duke of Port Depaix,|that he did every thing in his power by exam- 
general of the Haytian guards, grand marshal] inations, rehearings, and the punishment and 
of the kingdom, and grand cupbearer to the} deposition of the most incompetent judges, to 
king. remedy the defects existing in his courts; and 
The duke. de Limonade (a mulatto) was mi-}there is no question, but that with all its de- 
nister of foreign affairs. He was a mild, agree-| fects, the establishment of this system of judi- 
able man, and had received his education in|cature greatly promoted the civilization and 
France. His prudence,integrity, and unwea-| security of his subjects. 
ried assiduity, rendered him one of the most} ‘The military arrangements of the new king- 
useful members of the cabinet. The procla-|dom, seeing Christophe principally owed his 
mations, and other state papers which he/ exaltation to his warlike achievements, were, 
composed, were very creditable specimens both| of course, on a footing of proportionate mag- 
of matter and style, and through this organ of| nificence. 









and privy councils, the ministers of state, the 
wardens of palaces, forests, and the mint—all 
were arranged according to the strict laws of 
regal pomp and etiquette. ‘There were the 
ministers of war, of the interior, of foreign af- 
fairs, and of justice—there was a regular mili- 
tary establishment, consisting of marshals, ge- 
nerals of the various grades, together with the 
usual subordinate officers. There was a royal 
household, consisting of an almoner, cupbear- 
ers, chamberlains, masters of ceremony, pages, 
surgeons, professors of the arts, &c. 

The queen had her ladies of honour, es- 
quires, pages, &c. &c., and the princes and 
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princesses had each their separate households. 

In addition to all this, the sable monarch 
established the “royal and military order of 
St. Henry,” with its masters, and knights, and 
golden crosses, and insignia; together with a 
princely endowment for the support of its 
members. In short, his liberality was extend- 


ways appeared respectable in its conferences 
with foreign nations. 

The baron de Dupuy, the king’s private se- 
cretary, was perhaps the most talented civilian 
belonging to the Haytian court. Having serv- 


much promotion, and being disgusted with the 


communication the government of Hayti al- 


d through the war of independence without 


But we hasten from this part of the subject 
to notice others of a ¢haracter much more 
congenial to our feelings. 

The intelligent mind of Christophe was well 
aware that, for the welfare and improvement of 
his subjects, a general diffusion of education 
was absolutely necessary. With the exception of 
a very small number, the whole population of 
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the island was in a state of utter ignorance.| he delivered lectures on chemistry and mecha-| There, in rich contrast, ‘neath thy glowing skies, 


Their slavery in early life, their arduous andj nics, in addition to his regular duties. 
long protracted warfare, the cruelty and licen- 


The classical teacher instructed the youth in Astle 
tiousness of Dessalines, and the contest with| Latin, English, and French composition, his-| jp mas 


Dark shadowing groves and blooming flow’rets 
rise ; 

on arches rais’d, a wond’rous pile,* 

sive strength, supports the incumbent soil, 


Petion, had afforded the Haytian people no | tory and geography ; and being a minister of| Where endless beauties the charmed sense assail, 
previous opportunity of giving attention to this|the church of England he deemed it to be his| And clouds of fragrance fill the evening gale. 


momentous object. But as soon as the regal further duty, though unsolicited, to attempt to 
government was firmly established, the king |instruct his pupils in the precepts of the Chris- 
took measures for the instruction of the youth tian religion. 
of his dominions. | Both of these teachers appear to have been 
Having obtained some knowledge of the}men of amiable manners and conciliating de- 
Lancasterian system, he caused an application |portment, and to have laboured with patience, 
to be made to that useful institution. the British diligence and conscientious zeal in the fulfilment 
anid Foreign School Society; and six persons of their responsible trust, and their labours 
who had been engaged in the business of Were crowned with a full measure of success. 
teaching in England, were sent out to Hayti| Most of the scholars were soon able to con- 
in the year 1816. On their arrival, Christophe | strue some of the Latin authors without diffi- 
afforded them every possible patronage and fa-}culty, to write I’rench and English with cor- 
cility. Buildings were erected under their in-|Prectnesss and facility ; considerable progress 
spection, the necessary supplies of books and | Was made in algebra and geometry, whilst the 
apparatus furnished, and, in a short time, | Study of geography and history seemed rather 
schools were established in the principal towns,|@ pleasure than a duty. 
containing near two thousand pupils. _ It is certainly creditable to the king of Hay- 
In these seminaries the Haytian youth were| ” that, though uneducated himself, he should 
taught reading, writing, arithmetic, and the have been so desirous to meliorate the intellec- 


i 


English language ; the king being desirous of | tual condition of his subjects. He spared nei- 


; as . ; ‘ther labour nor expense to eflect this great 
entirely eradicating the French language from} |. gre 
. — object, but was the patron and zealous pro- 


amongst his people. From the testimony of| ; ; : 
. ae ; moter of every rational scheme of mental im- 


those who had the care of those interesting in-| 5 iti tak 
stitutions, the capacity of the blacks for ac-| Provement ; and during his Jife-time education 
. oO», , « “ 4 J aw . a = 


quiring knowledge was fully demonstrated. was rapidly and steadily advancing throughout 
: y 3 é his territories. 

In advancement in learning, in aptitude and) Anxious to benefit the minds of his subjects, 
readiness, and in general discipline and order, | it was not to be supposed that he would be 
the Haytian pupils were not behind those of, neglectful of his own offsprmg. He according- 
any of the English schools of a similar grade. lly procured a private tutor for his only survi- 
One of the authors from whose works we have | ving son, and sent to America for two females 
principally derived the facts contained in our| to form the manners and superintend the in- 
present sketch, visited the principal school, and} .truction of his daughters. ‘The heir apparent 
was highly gratified to perceive, bya personal | was rather a hopeless youth, but the princesses 
examination, the proficiency of some of the} jade considerable progress in their studies. 


pupils in history, geography, and the French 
and English languages, and records as his 
opinion, after much observation, that the negro 
“is no farther inferior in intellect to others| 
than slavery has made him.” 

In order to extend the system of education 
throughout the kingdom, Christophe establish- 
eda ‘* Royal Board of Public Instruction,” 
consisting of the most enlightened of his nobi- 
lity, with full powers of supervision and con- 
trol over both teachers and scholars, and with 
directions to report the result of their labours, 
together with the names of the most meritori- 
ous students, once in every six months, to the 
king himself. Inspectors, visitors, &c. were 
also created, inferior and subordinate to the 
Royal Board, with various specified duties. 

The plan of the king did not stop here: he 
soon established at Cape Francois under the 
surveillance of the “ Board of Instruction,” a 
** Royal College,” where pupils might receive 
amore extensive and classical education. By 
application to the same institution, which had 
sent over the elementary teachers, and by the 
offer of a large remuneration, two Englishmen, 
of liberal education, were induced to come to 
Hayti, and undertake the charge of the insti- 
tution. ‘The teacher of the mathematics was 
a man of considerable scientific acquirements ; 


; 


and, desirous of giving to his interesting charge 


every opportunity forimprovement in his power, 





















(To be concluded in our next.) 


— — 
To the Editors of “ The Friend.” 


Should you deem the following lines worthy of a 
place in your excellent paper, they are very much at 
your service. They were suggested by reading in an 
early number of “ The Friend” for the past year, an 
account of a visit to the ruins of Babylon. 


Say—whence those giant masses, wildly cast 

In ruin’d grandeur o’er yon desert waste ? 

No sounds of life invade the silence drear, 

No busy echoes strike the expectant ear ; 

Stalks the proud lion through his wide domain, 

The poisonous serpent coils his lengthen’d train, 

While pestilential vapours breathe around, 

And loathsome reptiles taint the blighted ground. 

Are these the sad memorials of thy tate, 

Imperial city! thou, whose lofty state, 

Whose pride of splendour, and whose wide renown 

Through all the earth, proclaim’d great Babylon ? 

Where now thy royal domes, thy stately halls, 

Thy splendid temples, thy majestic walls, 

Their brazen gates wide flinging, when the train 

Of thronging thousands fill’d the subject plain? 

The-mighty hunter* in his despot sway? 

Thy warrior queen,t whom awe-struck crowds obey ? 

Swift at the thought, before my wond’ring eyes 

Long vanish’d scenes.of vision’d splendour rise. 

Here towers, great Belus, thy majestic fane, 

High swells its golden dome far gleaming o’er the 
plain. 





* Nimrod, + Semiramis. 


tance, 


t The temple of Belus, said to be surmounted By 
a gulden dome which was visible at a great dis-} § Alexander the Great proposed to rebuild Baby- 


| Amid thy palaces, in stately pride, 

| The fam’d Euphrates pours his ample tide ; 

| And views around him, each revolving year, 

| New splendours rise, new luxuries appear. 

| Queen of the east! what power with thee can vie ? 
| Thy vast magnificence may time defy : 

| Though war around thee drive his flaming car, 
Though pestilence and famine spread afar, 

; Though earthquakes shock, or fierce tornadoes 

rage, 

Still may’st thou stand unmov’'d from age to age. 
Forth to the fight thy myriad armies move, 

And conquer’d realms their force impetuous prove. 
See captive Judah, o’er yon desert plain 

In hopeless sorrow drag the galling chain; 

With woe’s deep notes the pained ear assail, 

The sire’s keen anguish and the matron’s wail, 
Weep their lost country, mourn their fallen fate, 

Their homes deserted, cities desolate ; 

While their loved harps, now thrown neglected by, 
To every murmuring breeze responsive sigh. 


But spread the feast, and wake the sounds of joy; 

Bid vain delights the laughing hours employ : 

Dinee not success thy mighty arm await? 

Speak not the conquer’d nations—Thou art great? 

Aye, vaunt thy glory, triumph in thy might, 

Pour all thy splendours on the dazzled sight ; 

Till thy proud monarch, in his lofty state, 

Amid thy greatness, deem himself as great ; 

While the rich banquet and the flowing bowl 

Warm to unhallow’d joy his guilty soul ; 

Gives forth the word to fill with purple wine 

The sacred vessels from Jehévah’'s shrine, 

Quaffs to his idol gods with lips profane, 

Intoxicate with pride, that boasts an endless reign. 

Ha! start’st thou, monarch? whence those signs of 
fear? 

Deem’st thou the arm of vengeance hovering near ? 

Speak those mysterious wordst thy fatal doom? 

Proclaims Judea’s prophet woes to come? 

Heed not the idle warning—list again 

Where thy vain flatterers pour their softest strain : 

What hostile power can force thy brazen gate ? 

What foe thy massive wall can penetrate ? 

Who stop thy noble river in its course, 

Or bid its waves returning seek their source ? 

The.Lord hath spoken! all its waters fled, 

Rolls the arm’d torrent o’er Euphrates’ bed, 

O’er the hush’d city wide the Persians spread, 

And captive Babylon must bow the head. 

The Lord hath spoken! With success elate, 

Proud of thy splendour, glorying in thy state, 

Unheard the orphan’s tears, the captive’s groan, 

Thy crimes ascend before the eternal throne, 

Till sunk in guilt, thou meet’st thy threatened fate, 

Reft is thine empire—thou art desolate. 


Yes, thou art desolate! Amid thy halls, 

No human voice thy former pride recalls, 

No human footstep wakes the echoes round, 

Or treads with gentle pace the lonely ground: 

But horrid sounds the startled ear assail, 

And frightful howlings rise upon the gale.t 

Yet, o’er thy fall may hope her sway resume, 

The *“ world’s great victor”) mourns thy fatal doom, 
Thy pride of splendour, lofty pomp recalls, 

And vows again to raise thy stately walls; 

Bid thee, as erst, the imperial sceptre sway, 

While subject realms once more thy power obey. 
The Lord hath spoken! flush’d with hopes to come, 
} The vanquish’d victor sinks into the tomb: 





* Hanging Gardens. 

+ Vide Daniel, chap. v. Then came forth fingers 
of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the candle- 
stick, on the wall of the king’s palace, &c. 

t See Isaiah. Jeremiah. 


}lon, and make it the seat of his empire. 
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His vast dominions different lords await, 
And hapless Babylon submits to fate. 


have sometimes need of it ; but perhaps I only 
judge by myself, who am at times ready to 
faint in.my mind, from a fear that I shall 
never be made a conqueror over those po- 
tent enemies which oppose my happiness ; 
Or sandy deserts wide around her spread ; for | have compared my immortal spirit to a 
Pauses the traveller with bewilder'd gaze, kind of immaterial fire, that is continually 
Where mouldering walls their shapeless masses catching at, or fastening on something celes- 


Years roll on years, decay succeeds decay, 
Her mighty ruins fade from sight away, 
Where dismal fens their noxious vapours shed, 


3 ere , tial or terrestial, and whichever it centres in, 
Views the sad waste with crumbling fragments ; : 
ame may justly be called an inhabitant of ; and as 


natural a tendency it has to fix on earthly ob- 
A. B. |jects, that are continually assailing it, convey- 
ed thereto by the organs of my senses, as iron| 
poised in the air, or cast into the water, has| 
to sink ; but that power by which the prophet 
caused the axe to swim, contrary to its na- 
ture, in its efficacious operation on the soul, 
may be compared to [that of ] a loadstone on 
iron, which attracts it upwards contrary to its 
nature. But as iron in time will lose this 
attraction and return to its natural position, so 
is my soul ready to do, when I wait not care- 
fully for the renewings of that power, by 
which we are translated from the kingdom of 
darkness to that of light; but so painful and 
frequent are the operations of the sword of 
the spirit, when it comes to sever my soul 
from the spirit of this world, for which it, has 
an aptitude, and to divide asunder as between 
joints and marrow, those things, [which] by 
nature, I am closely attached to, it makes me 
weary of this embodied state of imperfection, 
wherein I am torn between two, heaven and | 
earth, so that I often long to be dissolved and| 
be with Christ: and though this desire seems 
to carry in it something laudable, inasmuch as| 
it shows my union with eternal excellency to| 
be stronger than all the ties of nature, yet | 


And asks his heart—Can this be Babylon ? 


—>— 















































Letter from Mary Peisley to William Brown. 


Mary Peisley, (afterwards Mary Neale,) the 
author of the following letter, was a woman 
of superior talents, and deep religious experi- 
ence. She paid anacceptable visit to Friends 
in America, in company with Catharine Pey- 
ton. William Brown, to whom the letter is 
addressed, was brother-in-law to John Church- 
man, and an eminent minister of the gospel, in 
the Society of Friends. He resided for many 
years in Philadelphia. About the year 1750, he 
embarked for England, on a religious errand, 
and remained there until 1754; during which 
time he became acquainted with Mary Peisley. 
We republish it for the sake of the full, solemn 
and pathetic recognition which it contains of 
redemption through Jesus Christ, and of his 
propitiatory sacrifice—strikingly contrasting 
with. the opinions propagated by some in the 
present day, under the guise of that honoura- 
ble profession, of which this devoted minister 
was so distinguished an ornament. 


Paddock, 1st mo. 2d, 1752. 
Dear Frrenp, 

As I am not likely, according to thy re- 
quest, and my inclination, to have the satis- 
faction of seeing thee, [ take this opportunity 
of saluting thee by a line, in that love which 
nearly united our spirits at our first seeing 
each other : yea, before I beheld thee with my 
natural eyes, a prayer was begotten in my 
soul, that thou mightest be made an instru- 
ment of good unto me, from a known sense of 
the need | had to be brought forward in the 
way of righteousness ; which petition I have 
cause to believe was heard and accepted by 
the great I AM: for thou wast not only dip- 
ped into a sense of my state, and near sym- 
pathy with me, by which thou wast made the 
messenger of consolation to my distressed 
spirit, but thy exemplary deportment, steady 
conduct, solid and edifying conversation, 
sound and pertinent doctrine to the states of 
the people [whom] I have seen thee labour 
amongst, has excited me to use my weak en- 
deavours for coming up faithfully in the foot- 
steps of the flock of the companions of Christ ; 
and resolutions have been formed, which I 
trust, by the favour of heaven, will be support- 
ed, to practise greater degrees of mortifica- 
tion than I have yet done ; for I see great occa- 
sion for it. 

I write not this to exalt the creature or flatter 
my friend, but to magnify that grace, by which 
thou art what thou art, and contribute my mite 
tg the strengthening of thy hands in the way of 
well doing: and I am led to believe the strongest 


love, which would lead me to seek an exemp- 
tion from pain and trials, before I had filled 
up in my body, that which is behind of the 
sufferings of Christ, for myself and others. 
But ! hope it is excusable, as our holy pat- 
tern has left us the example, when about to 


cup of suffering for the sins of the world, he 


were possible it might pass from him, but 
comes to this most noble resolution, which all 
his followers, that are so in reality, must be 
brought to, viz. “ Not my will, but thine be 
done.” Surely, never did nature and grace 
exert themselves in so powerful a manner, 
each for mastery, as in that awful period of 
time, when the salvation of mankind was at 
stake, dependent upon the obedience of the Sen 
to his Father, when Christ was wounded for 
our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, 
and the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him ; when HE felt the terrors of his Father 


God’s indignation and justice, which must be 
appeased by an offering adequate to His na- 
ture, pure and without spot or blemish, of his 
own preparing, pierced his soul ; He might 
well drop that emphatical sentence, * Now is 
my soul troubled, and what shall I say ?”’ as if 
he had been afraid to let that petition escape 


partake of, or had begun to taste, that “eed 


ture misery, had dictated, well befitting a Son 
that had never offended a parent, He said, 
“save me from this hour:’’ Grace immediately 
recalled the request, when he remembered the 
end of his coming in that prepared body, 
which was for our salvation, “ but for this end 
came | unto this hour.” 

What could be grievous to his manhood, 
which He did not suffer? At his birth, a man- 
ger, a place for beasts, was his reception ; nor 
did the ungrateful world afford him much bet- 
ter, through the course of his painful pilgrim- 
age ; for though the foxes had holes, and the 
birds of the air had nests, He had no place 
whereon to lay his head. Set at naught by 
the then visible churches, and high professors 
of religion, a people who had received the 
oracles of God! betrayed by one disciple, de- 
nied by another, and forsaken by them all, 
and left to tread the winepress alone, in that 
trying hour, when the most wonderful bloody 
sweat was produced, they slept, and were 
scattered from him ; when He came to suffer 
that painful and ignominious death on the 
cross, between two thieves, as a deceiver. 
Many followed him crying, Hosannah, when he 
rode in triumph, but now, none are desirous 
to be his companions ; now all his acquaiat- 
ances, and even the very women, (the most 
tender by nature,) that had followed him from 
Galilee, stood afar off. Oh, my soul, treasure 
up these things in thy remembrance, with this 
additional obligation, that all this was in part 
for thy sake, witnovr wHich, THOU MUST 
HAVE BEEN IRRETRIEVABLY IN THE REALMS 
or wor! a fugitive and a vagabond, driven 
from the face of thy God! 

Rejoice, then, in tribulation, and count it all 


am ready to fear, that in part, this longing|joy when thou fallest into divers temptations 
takes its rise from the corrupt source of self-|or trials, forthe refining of thy faith in Christ. 


I hope thou wilt excuse my dwelling so 
long on this subject ; of a truth, it is a favour- 
able theme, which I can never too much pon- 
der ; it is therefore needless, and I recall the 
expressions, to beg excuse for that which is 
so lawful and suitable, that will be @ part of 
the employ of seraphic spirits to all eternity, 
to admire and celebrate the mystery of redeem- 


prayed earnestly and repeatedly, that if it ing love ! saying with a loud voice, * Worthy 


is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power 
and wisdom, riches and strength: honour and 
blessing, &c. to the Lamb forever.” It is 
itime for me to draw towards a conelusion, 
which I shall do with hearty desires for thy 
preservation every way, and prosperity of that 
glorious work in which thou art engaged, hop- 
ing thou wilt remember poor me, when it is 
well with thee. Please to let me hear from 
thee if freedom and leisure permit ; but shall 
leave that and all things of this kind to our 
great and good Master, not laying thee under 
any restraint, but love, well knowing the va- 


for sin, who knew no sin, when the sword of| tious engagements that must necessarily en- 


gross thy time and attention. | am, with true 
love, thy assured friend and poor little sister, 
in the fellowship of the gospel, 
MARY PEISLEY. 
| To Wit11aM Brown. 
matings 
He who takes up Christ’s cross aright, shall 


his lips, which nature, sinking under the/find it such a burden as wings to a bird, or 
weight of impression, and apprehension of fu-} sails to a ship.—Countess of Warwick. 
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yok THE FRIEND. | of the head, to seek the recovery of the be-| those who approve and adopt his doctrines and 
Having met with the following remarkable| numbed members, but no recovery could be) profess to consider them as the doctrines of 
account of John Steel in MS. [ was induced to| made. What shall be done to these members ?| the early Quakers. In the yearly meetings of 
forward it for insertion in “ The Friend.” Shall they be cut off? Nay, the council of| New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Ohio and 
4 Reader of the Friend. | God is not so in my heart; but let them be eal Indiana, a a formal separation has taken place, 
near the body as may be; that if it may be,| consequently there can be no doubt as to the 
“John Steel, who, by relation, was a plain | they may receive again virtue from the head,| marked distinction in those places. In New 
countryman, of not much note or appearance| and come to the sense of feeling again. They) England, Vi irginia, and North Carolina yearly 
in the Society, was following his plough, when| were seeing members, and did work for God meetings, there has been no separation ; and 
he found a constraint on his mind to leave | when they did see ; but being made numb, they} for this obvious re: 1son—there were no Hick- 
home, but knew not whither he was to go, nor} are also blind ; sites amongst them—at least not enough to 


and it is unto them as a conti- 
what service was for him to do; but was like j nual night, ond being in the blindness, they| form a meeting ; consequently there was no 
occasion for a division, and those yearly meet- 


commanded to travel toward a distant part of| would be working for God: being used to go 
ings remain united bodies of Friends, or as 


the nation, ( England, ) which when he had so| abroad when the “y were sensible, so the ey would 
done, he heard that, at a particular place, a| be going abroad when they are blind. But] the Gazette calls them, orthodox. They have 
meeting or conference was appointed to be held| what shall be done to these members? Let given the strongest possible evidence of this 
between Friends, and John Wilkinson and}them be bound ; but if it please God, while! fact, from the circumstance of each of those 
John Story, on account of their separation. | they have a being in these tabernacles let them| yearly meetings having, with great unanimity, 
Thither he found freedom to go, where William| be loosed—if not, let them be bound forever !| officially testified against the principles of 
Penn, Robert Barclay, and other eminent] 'This is the judgment of God upon you, John} Elias Hicks as antichristian, and declared that 
Friends, were met on the occasion. In a]Story and John Wilkinson. If it be not just they could not hold communion with the meet- 
little time John Steel had the following testi-|and equal, reject it if you can.’ And to this| ings of his followers, or acknowledge them as a 
mony to deliver. they were silent. part of our religious Society. This certainly 
‘ The Lord.our God, with whom the trea-|_ “The foregoing testimony came with such] settles the question as to what side they should 
sures of wisdom and knowledge are hid, in an| powerful weight and authority, that, it is said,| be placed on, in making such a classification 
acceptable time, in this ourage and generation,| William Penn afterwards remarked to Robert! as that attempted in the Wheeling Gazette, and 
had given his gifts unto his children for the | Barclay to this purpose:—This is neither the}shows beyond a doubt that the Society of 
gathering of people out of the world. If any | wisdom of the north, nor the eloquence of the| Friends in America, has a great majority 
be unfaithful in the gift, he that gave it will] south, but the power of God through a plough-| over the Hicksites, if the above mentioned 
take it away, then nothing remains but the}man, and marvellous in our eyes. And it|table be correct. It would then stand thus: 
words, which were learned of the Lord while is further said, that John’s testimony had es the one hundred and fifiy thousand mem- 
they had the gift ; and with these words they| |a re ach upon the meeting, that matters ended bers of the society in America, only fifty-six 
will war against the truth and against the m | presently without much dispute.” thqusand and twenty-six, according to their 
who have the gospel order ; for they are now own showing, are called Hicksites, and ninety- 
bringing up new things, which was not in the oe three thousand nine hundred and seventy-four 


beginning, having the smooth words which FOR THE FRIEND. are denominated Friends or orthodox. If to 
map cannot see, butas their fruits make them} In the National Gazette of the 17th inst. I} the latter we add the: number of Friends in 
manifest, and an inward eye is opened. The} observe the following paragraph copied from} England, estimated at twenty thousand, it will 
doctrine of this spirit is so smooth that many|the Ohio State journal, viz. make the aggregate of Friends one hundred 
cannot see a hole in it ; but the nature of it is} “ From the table published in the Wheeling} and thirteen thousand nine hundred and seven- 
to divide Friends asunder like stray sheep :| Gazette, it appears that there are in the Uni- ty-four, more than double that of the Hicksites. 


but they go about to support this spirit, al-|ted States, one hundred and fifty thousand G. 
though they have been engaged in many ser-| members of the Society of Friends, of whom 
vices for the Lord, and he honoured them, and] fifty-six thousand and twenty-six are denomi- 
eave victory, and clothed them with beautifulj nated Hicksites, and twenty-eight thousand 
garments ; yet, if they go about to support this} nine hundred and four called Orthodox.” : 
wrong spirit, their garments shall be torn as| I have taken some pains to procure the Wheel- 
the coat of a sheep, amongst briars and thorns ;| ing Gazette containing this “ table,” but have 
for, if any who have received the gift, be not been unsuccessful. It must be a curious docu- 
faithful unto it, the Lord shal] do as he bath| ment, and if confidence is to be placed in its de- 
done—confound them out of the mouths of} tails, they are highly important. I suspect, 
babes and sucklings; for neither will nor| however, that the editors of the Gazette have 
wealth shall bear rule among the people of|suflered the conjectures of some Hicksites to be 
God ; but the power of the Lord must go over} palmed upon them as the result of actual enu- 
all, and in that must the rule be. Inthe months| meration. But supposing that the total number 
that are past, and the years that are gone, it| of members of the Society in the United States 
could not be Said, we and they ; but one God, | to be correctly estimated <a oe and too much empolyed. Those that are idle have 
one people and one. spirit was known ; but in fitty thousand, I think it follows — that no need of them, and yet they, above all-others, 
process of time, an evil spirit and power is Friends, or, as the table “ les them, Ortho- give themselves up to them. To unbend-our 
entered as leaven, whereby it is said we and dox, ave & large ‘majority. The paragraph thoughts, when they’are too much stretched 
they. “ But the power of the Lord is to pass/states that “ fifty-six thousand a tw enly vale) scar enite, 14 O08 wore webeisl.@en neces 
over, and by it that is to be destroyed ; and|are denominated Hicksites, i tw enty-eight sary; but to turn our life into holpdiy, is not 
one power, one people and spirit is to be known | thousand nine hundred and four are called only ridiculous, but destroyeth pleasure instead 
if ever God’s salvation be known ; by that one| orthodox,” leaving sixty-five thousand and] \- ing 3 
2 os . «gs promoting it. 

power of the one God, all are made sensible| seventy without any denomination. 

members of that body, of which Jesus Christ,| Now itis undeniably true, that the persons who 
is head. But in process of time, through the| recently composed the Society of Friends are di- 
subtility of the devil, some of these members| vided, in all parts of America, into two distinct 
have been benumbed and lost the sense of|classes—one class adheres to the ancient doc- 
feeling ; and now several of the sensible|trines of the Society, and protests against the 
members, of which Christ is head, have endea-| sentiments of Elias Hicks as antichristian in- 
roured, time after time, together with the help|novations ; while the other class comprises 
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Be content to want things that are not of 
absolute necessity, rather than to run up the 
score; such a man pays at the latter end a third 
part more than the principal comes to, and is 
in perpetual servitude to his creditors; lives 
uncomfortably; is necessitated to increase his 
debts to stop ‘his creditors’ mouths; and many 
times falls into desperate courses. 

Sir Matthew Hale. 
























20° 
Diversions are most properly applied to ease 
and relieve those that are oppressed, by being 





Sarille. 





The almost Christian is the unhappiest of 
men; having religion enough to make the 
world hate, and yet not enough to make God 
love him. 

Countess of Warwick. ” 





ty ge ati 


emcees TOE 


i 


Midavd 


ep eee: ne 


Ss 


THE FRIEND. 141 


————— 


FOR THE FRIEND. 
SOCIETY OF — IN PHILADEL- 
HIA. 


Ever since the commencement of the un- 
happy controversy respecting the doctrines of 
Elias Hicks, his followers have used great in- 
dustry to impress the public with an idea that 
they numbered in their ranks ‘‘ the great body 
of the Society,’’ and that Friends were an insig- 
nificant minority. Upon this point, gratuitous- 
ly assumed, they seemed to rest, almost exelu- 
sively, the justice and rectitude of their cause; 
and urged it with as much earnestness and ob- 
stinacy as though they believed the truths of 
revelation were to stand or fall by the result of 
a vote. Their ministers have adduced the nu- 
merical strength of the party as an evidence 
of the correctness of the doctrines they preach- 
ed; and when any favourite measure was to be 
carried or defended, the assertion, that “ the 
great body of Society” approved it,-was held 
forth as an argument, before which, discipline, 
reason and common sense must bow with im- 
plicit obedience. 

At the opening sitting of New York yearly 
meeting, when the propriety of allowing per- 
sons to sit in that body, who had been reqular- 
ly disowned in Philadelphia yearly meeting, 
was under consideration, and the plain fact that 
such allowance was contrary to discipline was 
advanced against it; Elias Hicks replied by|° 
saying, that he had attended the yearly meeting 
[of the separatists] in Philade :Iphia, where those 
persons were recognised as members, and that 
2 comprised nearly ail the respec table part 
of the Society of Friends in those parts ;” and}. 
in his letter te Gideon. Seaman, he rests his 
defence against the charges preferred by Phi- 
ladelphiia. yearly meeting in his case, mainly 
on the ground that Friends “are but the 
gleanings of the Society, being little more than 
a sixth part of the whole body of Friends that 
constitute that yearly meeting.”” The Berean, 
with a view of supporting the idea of their ma- 
jority, has published a pretended enumeration 
of the two parties, viz: the Society of Friends 
and the Hicksites; taking care, however, not 
to name the meetings to which their census ap- 
plies, so as to preclude any examination into 
the correctness of their returns. This circum- 
stance alone would have satisfied an unpreju- 
diced mind that their statements were ex parte 
and unfair; but independently of this, our 
knowledge of the manner in which some of the 
accounts were made out, convinced us that they 
were unworthy of credit. We know that in 
one monthly meeting at léast, the persons who 
called on the members, merely queried whether 
they ‘wished to continue members of the 
Sosiety of Friends;” and as all would necessa- 
rily reply in the affirmative, they put them all 
down as good Hicksites; thus swelling their 
amount far beyond the real number. 

So strenuously and so constantly have the 
followers of Elias Hicks asserted that they 
were “the great body of Friends,’’ and that 


only a few domineering individuals desirous of | : 


personal aggrandisement, were opposing them, 
that many well disposed persons, both within 
and without the pale of the Society, have been 
deceived, and supposed that what was so wide- 


ly and so confidently asserted, must be in fact}Total of Friends ~~ 888 


true. 




























































In determining the great question, who are 
the Society of Friends, numbers can have but 
little influence. ‘The principles and testimo- 
nies which form the terms of the association, 
on which it was first instituted, and for the 
maintenance of which it is still continued, are 
the only correct test for deciding upon the re- 
spective claims. ‘There are, among the differ- 
ent nations of the earth, a variety of religions, 
and the number who do not believe the Chris- 
tian religion, is far greater than those who do 
beliere it. Yet no one would be so irrational! 
as to contend, that if those who do not believe 
it were to set up a claim to the title of Chris- 
tians, their numerical superiority,would entitle 
them to it, in preference to those who sincere- 
ly profess its doctrines. The same observation is 
applicable to the present situation of the Society 
of Friends, and to every question in which the 
right and the wrong are to be settled. Any num- 
ber of persons conspiring together to do an 
act, cannot make that act right, if it be oppos- 
ed to the great principles of justice and equity. 
So no majority, however great, can entitle an 
association to the name of Friends, if it does not 
maintain those doctrines by which the Society 
of Friends has ever been distinguished. It is 
a matter of indifference, therefore, how many 
persons, claiming to be Friends, leave the ori- 
ginal terms of societyship, or how insifnificant, 
in point of numbers, those may be who steadi- 


The two hundred and one children placed 
on the Hicksite account, still stand on the list 
as members of the Society of Friends, none of 
them having been disowned. A very few of 
those in this meeting thus classed, are adults 
who have not been disowned. 

From the above table, it appears, that the 
whole number of persons in Philadelphia 
monthly meeting, who were members previous 
to the separation, is about 1274. Of these 185 
adults have seceded, which is rather more 
than one-seventh; if to these we add theu 
children, it makes the proportion less than one- 
third. 

At the time of the separation there were in 
that meeting seven ministers, five elders, and 
eleven overseers; of whom only two have se- 
ceded, viz. a female minister and female over- 
seer. 

Northern District Monthly Meeting held at 
Key's Alley. 

The northern district monthly meeting has 
recently been increased by the addition of the 
members of the late monthly meeting of Green 
street, which was laid down by Philadelphia 
quarterly meeting, and the members attached 
to the northern district. For the sake of 
greater perspicuity, however, we shall exhibit 
the members of the two meetings separately. 


North Meeting. 


ly adhere to those terms; such as do leave Friends. Hicksites. 
them, voluntarily withdraw from the Society,| Adults, both sexes, 411 | Adults, both sexes, 182 
- >: “ . " ‘ ca ¢ ‘ 9792 : » . 
and forfeit all claim to its title and its privileges; caidren, do. 272 | Children, do. 168 
on the other hand, those who remain steadfast} Total of Friends 683 | Total Hicksites 350 


im the belief of the original doctrines of the as- 
sociation, however few they may be, are the 
Society of Friends, and in them are vested all 
its rights and immunities. 

While we are fully convinced of the sound- 
ness of these views, it may not be improper to 
examine how far the boasted majority of the 
Hicksites inthe city of Philadelphia is founded 
in truth. Weare the more disposed to do this, 
from the known fact, that in all the lamented 
difficulties which have occurred relative to the 
burial ground, the followers of Elias Hicks 
have constantly asserted that they have ori- 
ginated in the attempts of a few dominant 
individuals, to lord it over the Society, and to 
dispossess their fellow members of their just 
rights. That this assertion is entirely un- 


This account was made out previous to the 
determination to exhibit the sexes separately. 

Proportion of Friends to Hicksites nearly 
two to one. 

Whole number of members previous to se- 
paration is about 1033; of whom 182 adults 
have seceded, which is but little more than 
one-sixth of the whole number. Add the chil- 
dren, making a total of 350, and it gives a pro- 
portion of about one-third who have separat- 
ed, 

There were, at the time of the separation, 
five ministers, seven elders, and thirteen over- 
seers, only one of whom seceded, viz. a female 
minister. One elder since deccased. 


The late Meeting of Green Street. 


true, as regards the persons to whom they in- Friends. Hicksites. 
tend it to apply, the following statements} Adults 91 | Adults 222 
will clearly prove; they will show also that|©™!¢ren iS | Chiles 1% 


the Hicksites, who were the authors of those 164 a | Total Hicksites 419 


disturbances, are, in fact, the few, comprising 
less than one-third of the whole body of the So- 
ciety in the city. 

It may be proper to state, that, in conformi- 
ty with long established’ usage, each month- 
ly meeting in this city keeps a list of al} its 
members, rand from these official records care- 
fully examined and revised, the following re- 
sults have been obtained. 


Total Friends 


Proportion of Friends to Hicksites about 
one to two and a half. Whole number of 
members previous to separation about 583, 
of thesé the proportion who have seceded is 
nearly three-fourths.* 

There were, at the time of the separation, 
three ministers, seven elders, and eight over- 
seers, all of whom seceded except one minister 
and three elders, who still remain with Friends. 


Philadelphia, or Arch street, Monthly Meeting. To give the present state of the northern 


— Binds ram res oo ag 77} district monthly meeting, we must add the last 
‘Adult females 303 | Adult females 19g| two accounts together: it will then stand thus. 
Children 394 | Children 201 





* We had not access to the old list of members of 
Green street meeting, but this statement is taken 
from one which is believed to be correct. 





Total of Hicksites 386 
Proportion of Friends to Hicksites 23 to 10. 
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Friends. Hicksites. 
Adults 


Children 


Adults 


i 404 
345 | Children 5 


Total of Friends 847 Total of Hicksites 
From which it appears, that, when all 
members of Green street meeting are merge d| 
into the northern district, Friends have still a | 
majority of seventy-eight over the Hicksites in} 
that meeting. 
Southern District, or Pine Street Monthly Meeting 


Friends. Hicksiles. 


Adult males 105 | Adult males 47 
Adult females 238 | Adult females 67 
Male children 120 | Male children 26 
Female do. 101 | Female do. 26 


Total of Friends 564 | Total of Hicksites 166 


Proportion of Friends to Hicksites about 
three and a half to one. 

Total number previous to separation about 
730; of whom 114 adults seceded, 
about as one to six and a half—add their chil- 
dren, and it will make the proportion of Hicks- 


ites about as one is to four and a half. 


which is} 





When the separation took place, there were 
three men and eight women ministers; four 
men and four women elders, and four men 
and five women overseers, not one of whom 
has seceded. ‘T'wo elders since deceased. 


Western District, or Twelfth Street Monthly Meeting. 


Friends. Hicksites. 
Male adults 106 | Male adults 34 
Female do. 229 | Female do. 47 
Minors 292 | Minors 59 
Total of Friends 627 | Total of Hicksites 140 


Proportion of Friends to Hicksites about 
Sour and a half to one. 


Total number previous to separation about} 
767; of whom 81 adults seceded, which is less | ¢ 


than one in nine. Add their children, and 
will make the proportion of Hicksites about as 
one to five and a half. 

At the time of the separation, there were 
five ministers, six elders, and eight overseers 
belonging to the meeting, of whom only three 
have seceded, viz. two men and one woman, 
ministers. 

Recapitulation. 


Friends. Hicksites. 
Philadelphia M. Mecting. Philadelphia M. Meeting 
Adults 494 Adults 185 
a n Minors 201 

North. District. North. District. 
‘Ae lults 502 Adults 404 
Minors 345 | Minors 365 
South. District. South. District. 
Adults 343 Adults 114 
Minors 221 | Minors 
West. District. West. District. 
Adults 335 Adults 81 
Minors 292 | Minors 59 


Total ofadults 1674 
Total of minors 


Total of adults 7&4 


Total of minors 677 


1252 
General total ? 
of Hicksites 4 


General total ? 


7 an > 2926 
of Friends 


1461. 


It appears from this summary, that, placing | 
the children of the Hicksites in the same list! 


with the parents, there is still a proportion of| 


more than ¢wo Friends to one Hicksite through- 
out the city. But as the mimors placed on the 
Hicksite side ‘are all members of the Society 
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’ Friends, their names regularly recorded on 
our lists, and they entitled to all the privileges | 


677 minors from the total of Hicksites, and| 
add it to the total of Friends. It will then 
stand thus:— | 


Total number of members of the Society of ; 


Friends in Philadelphia, including the chil- ( 3603 
dren of the Hicksites, whose names are , el 
still on our lists of members 


“ 
Total of Hicksites actually separated, exclu- 
sive of their children, who remain members 784 


with Friends 


} 
2819 





Majority of members with Friends 

The Berean, after 
enumeration of the 
one meetings, stops short, 


pursuing its 
members as far: as 
doubtless because | 
the editors foresaw, that, if they went furthe rs 
the tables would turn against them, even with| 
allthe unfairness which has been practised in 
order to swell their list. 
also to enumerate the ministers and elders, 
but it is evidently with no more accuracy than 
the other statements they make. We 


ters and elders in all the quarterly meetings 
as they stood at the time of the separation ; 
and it wil appear, from the following summary, 
that the proportion of Friends greatly exceeds 
that of Hicksites. 


Friends. } Gen. Total. 


Hicksites. 


Quart. meet. = 





Philadelphia || 29) 49 78) 8) 11! 19) 37) 60| 97 
Abington 9} 20, 29) 13) 33) 46), 22) 53] 75 
Bucks 6) 23) 29 8! 25) 3 14) 48) 62} 
Concord 7| 40) 47/| 9} 16) 25) 16] 56] 72 
Caln 7; 26 33 l 7; 8 $| 33) 41 
Western 8 21 29), 11, 21) 32) 19) 42) 61 
| Southern 21° 4 6 4 13) 17 6} 17) 23) 
Burlington 15 35 50) 5 11) 16) 20) 46) 66) 
Haddonfield 9} 44 53) 2) 8! 10)! 11) 52] 63 
Salem 5} 19, 24!) 7 26) 33), 12) 45) 57 
Shre swebury 2 5} 6 11) 3\ 18] 211 8! 24 32 
& Rahway § | | | in 


71.189 260 


173 476| 649 


* 
102 287 389 


The foregoing statement shows, that, previous | 


to the se paration, the number of ministers in| 


_| Philadelphia yearly meeting was one hundred | 
and seventy- three—of whom one hundred and 
two remain with Friends and seventy-one have 
seceded. The tota) number of elders at the 
same period was four hundred and seventy-six 
—of whom two hundred and eighty-seven re- 
| main with Friends, and one hundred and eighty- 
nine have seceded. The whole number of se- 
lect members was six hundred and forty-nine, 
‘of whom three hundred and eighty-nine re- 
main with F riends, and two hundred and sixty 
" have left the Socie ty. 

In the meeting for sufferings the majority of| 
——| Friends is still greater, for of fifty-two members| 
| under the appointment at the time of the sepa- 
ration only ten have gone off. Thus we see 
that, in these important departments of Society, 
the defection has been small, and to this fact 
may be attributed the continued _ hostility 
which E. H. and his followers have manifested 
towards the meeting for sufferings and meet- 
ings of ministers and elders, as well as the re- 








| divided ; 


pretended | 
forty-| 


| we have prepared the foregoing exhibit, 
They have attempted | 


| sites 
have| 
. . “. - 
been at the pains to procure lists of the minis-| 





|peated attempts they have made to effect 
alterations in the discipline, which would 


36: 

\of membership in the Society, it is necessary,| enable them to displace such elders as were 
769| in order to ascertain the real number of those) known to be sound in their religious princi- 
the} Who are completely separated, to deduct the) ples. 


In looking towards other yearly meetings, 
it is a satisfaction to find that where the se para- 
tion is completed, the number who have gone 
off is much less than was anticipated. Thus in 
| New York the socie ty is perhaps about equally 
in Ohio, about one fourth have gone ; 
in Indiana, about one fifth ; in North Carolina, 
Virginia, and New England, none. In Balti- 
more the whole number of members was too 
small to produce much effect on the general 
}average. So that, if the number in England 
be included in the estimate, the followers of 
E. Hicks would form a very small minority of 
the whole Society. 

It is not from any disposition to boast of our 
majority, or to make a display of numbers that 
but 
merely to correct the erroneous impression 
which the unfounded assertions of the Hick- 
have produced. Had they 
magnanimity enough to rest the 
their on its own merits or demerits, 
without resorting to misrepresentation in or- 
der to promote it, we should not have troubled 
the readers of * The Friend”’ with this minute 
detail. ; H. 


pe yssessed 
success of 
cause 


The Immoral and Anti-Christian Tendency of 
Theatrical Amusements. 


We are informed on inspire -d authority, that 
» the friendship of the world is enmity against 
|God.”’ In nothing is this friendship more ap- 
| parent, or more dangerous, than in the general 
| taste and relish which prevail for those amuse- 
ane which even enlightened heathens have 
condemned. 

Recreation and amusement, considered in 
themselves, are not only lawful, but nece ssary. 
\It is the quality of the amusement, and the 
| manner i in which it is pursued, that constitute 
|it good or bad; and among the amusements 
|W hich deserve to be re probate d by every friend 
lof virtue, are those which, in their principle 
and tendency, are opposed to the genius and 
spirit of the gospel. 

The best and wisest of men have, in their 
|sober estimation of the stage, considered it as 
“the puppet-show of life—the school of vice— 
the vortex of debauchery—the strong hold of 
the god of this world—the vestibule of destrue- 
tion. The theatre is by some persons termed 
the school of morals—refer me to anv who 
have been moralized by it; on the contrary, 
snares are laid for the eye, the ear, the imagi- 
nation, and the heart... The company—the 
spectacles—the music—the sentiments—have 
all a simultaneous tendency to throw down 
the mounds of virtue, and lay waste the excel- 
lences of human character.”’ 

The theatre is strongly marked witha great 
variety of evils; and it is a remarkable fact, 
that the theatre never becomes a general ora 
favourite amusement in any nation, till the in- 
habitants have become effeminate and vicious. 
While they continue moral, wise, religious, and 
modest, the theatre will not arrive at ce lebrity 
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and general patronage : a high degree of na- 
tional virtue has ever militated against this dan- 
gerous and destructive amusement. 

The truth is, that the stage is the nursery of 
depravity, and the attendant on crime. We 
think it necessary to adduce one fact only. 
During the progress of the most ferocious re- 
volation which ever shocked the face of hea- 
ven, theatres, in Paris alone, multiplied from 
siz to twenty-five. Now, one of two conclu- 
sions follows from this: either the spirit of the 
times produced the institutions, or the institu- 
tions cherished the spirit of the times; and this 
would certainly go to prove, that they are either 
the parents of vice, or the offspring of it. 

‘There is one view of the moral influence of 
the theatre, which ought not to be overlooked; 
and that is, its influence on the FEMALE CHA- 
RACTER, 

The importance of woman in society has 
been universally felt and acknowledged ; her 
influence is potent; to her we are indebted for 
social comfort and domestic joy. Preserve 
her modesty, let her heart confine her wishes 
and affections within the circle of intellectual 
improvement, domestic duties, and domestic 
pleasures, and woman becomes what her Crea- 
tor designed, “a help meet for man ;”’ the gen- 
tle friend of his youth; the kind instructor as 
well as the mother of his children; his coun- 
sellor in difficulties ; the soother of his sorrows 
in affliction; and | might almost add, the ar- 
bitress of his fate. But transform her charac- 
ter: let modesty, the guardian of every female 
virtue, retire ; let the averted eye, which turns 
disgusted from the remotest approach of evil, 
grow confident ; let that delicacy of sentiment 
which feels a “stain like a wound,” give place | ‘ 
to fashionable apathy ;. let the love of home, 
and a taste for the sweetly-increasing employ- 
ments of the domestic scene be changed for 
the pursuits of theatrical entertainments, and 
the vagrant disposition of a stylish belle, and 
the picture is reversed ; the female is degraded, 
and society has lost its most powerful attrac- 
tion. 

There is a charm in native modesty ; and 
when this is wanting only in appearance, the 
conversation even of a sensible woman is ren- 
dered insipid and disgusting. ‘The world may 
- a Woman Virtuous, who, with aeountenance 

f brass, can sit unmoved when heaven is in- 
sulted by profaneness, and the audience by | 


















oaths: when dece ney is trampled on, and \-| man nature 


indulge d: 
current virtue of a de ‘prave d age: 


centiousness 











It isan impressive but lamentable truth, “th: it | 


many a child of promise has lost his princi-| 
ples—his modesty—his character—in these! 
haunts of wickedness ; and thus the pleasures 
of parental hope have been exchanged for the| actions, we cannot but shudder at the state of 
bitter agonies of a wounded spirit.”’ 


Mr. Wilberforce, in his “ Practical View,” 


speaking of plays, says, ** there has been much} rations to drink. 
argument concerning the lawfulness of theatri- 
cal amusements ; let it be sufficient to remark, 
that the controversy ought to be short indeed, 
if the question were to be tried by this crite- 
rion of love to the Supreme Being. 


If there 
were any thing of that sensibility for the honour 


of God, and that zeal in his service which we 
show in behalf of our earthly friends, or of our 


politic al connections, should we see k our plea- 


sure in that place which the debauchee, infla- 


med with wine, or bent on the gratification of 
other licentious appetites, finds most congenial 
to his state and temper of mind? In that place, 
from the neighbourhood of which (how justly 
termed a school of morals might hence alone 
be inferred) decorum, modesty, and regularity 
retire, while riot and lewdness are invited to 
the spot, and invariably select it for their cho- 
sen residence ! where the sacred name of God 


is often profaned! where sentiments are often} into judgment. 


heard with delight, and motions and gestures 
often applauded, which would not be tolerated 
in private company, but which may far exceed 
the utmost license allowed in the social circle, 
without at all transgressing the large bounds 
of theatrical decorum! where, when moral 
principles are inculcated, they are not such as 
a Christian ought to cherish in his bosom, but 
such as it must be his daily endeavour to extir- 
pate ; not those which scripture warrants, but 


which it condemns as false and spurious, being} 


founded on pride and ambition, and the over- 
valuation of human favour.” 


A modern writer observes, “ I am as sensi-} 


ble as any man of the wonderful talents of that 


poet, Shakspeare, for force of language—for 


exhaustless invention-—for an insight into hu-| 
for a power to touch and rend 





and this may be the|the heart, he is unequalled, and stands amongst 
but give me |dramatists as a diamond among pearls ; but | And the eye-ball is 


the innocénce that shrinks at the touch of vice. | While I honour his intellectual capacities, | mus st | 
There can be no doubt that the theatre is one|deeply lament their miserable abuse. So far 
great source whence have flowed many crimes from having a moral end before him, he has 


of fashionable life. 


pure morality of the gospel, c 


If a person professing to frequently its opposite, and seems indifferent to | 
be regulated in his spirit and conduct by the} moral results. 


s repeated, render 


dity by the vicious and the vain,—in exact pro- objec ts of indignation and disgust.’ 


portion as he derives 


pleasure from those 
spirit of Christianity ; 


gradually soften till they disappear. 


at Oxford ; : 


That Christians ought to abhor the stage, 
amusements, he must be departing from the when they consider it as a TEACHER ; 


acknowledged; the y are oblige d to do so more 


If the subject were doubtful, 


but the stage players coming thi- | were it a matter of questiun only, whether the 


His licentious witti¢isms—his | 
| 

can be gratified |corrupt allusions, many times 

with amusements, which are pursue -d with ayi- | many parts of his works, j na moral hight, the | 


ther, he was so much corrupted by seeing| theatre were lawful to Christians or not, the 
plays, that he almost wholly forsook his studies. | disc iple of Jesus is bound to take the safe side, 
By this he not only lost much time, but found) to avoid the appearance of evil, and to live to 
that his head was there -by filled with vain ima-| the glory of God, 

ges of things; and being afterwards sensible! pleasures of religion : 
of the mischief of this, he resolved, upon his} tures call “a new heart ; 
coming to London, never to see a play again,}tions centre in the all- euficie nt good. It 
to which resolution he constantly adhered.”’ 


His amusements are the 
he has what the serip- 
> a heart whose aflec- 
is 
formed for celestial joys, and it aspires after 
the entertainment of angels. Feeling the im- 
portance of the condition of man, as a moral 
agent, accountable not merely for the direct 
effects, but also for the remote influence of his 


those who have opened the fountains of impu- 
rity, at which fashion leads its successive gene- 
Nor shall we cease, as long 
as our voices can be heard, from warning 
against tasting the deadly stream of theatrical 
pleasure, or inhaling the pestiferous vapours 
which infect its borders. 

It is for you, then, reader, to determine, whe- 
ther you will renounce Christianity or the thea- 
tre. Fear not the world, neither its “dread 
laugh ;”” flee from its lying vanities, and seek 
fur a ** knowledge of the truth’’—avoid its de- 
basing Tollies, and inquire after the “ wisdom 
that is from above,”—shun its destructive vi- 
ces, and search for that piety which alone can 
make thee happy. Come to the feet of that 
Saviour, whose grace alone can enable thee to 
love the ways of religion and hate those of sin— 
to**abhor that which js evil, and cleave unto 
that which is good.” 

Reaver, forget not that for all thy oceupa- 
tions and thy amusements, God will bring thee 


—-— 


From the Amulet. 


EARTH AND HEAVEN. 


Suggested by the Death of a young Female. 


BY G. F. RICHARDSON, 
EARTH. 
There is grief, there is grief—there is wringing of 


hands, 

| And weeping and calling for aid ; 

| For sorrow hath summoned her group, and it stands 
Round the couch where the sufferer is laid. 

And lips are all pallid, and cheeks are all cold, 

And tears from the heart-springs are shed ; 

| Yet who that looks on the sweet saint to behold, 

Sut would gladly lie down in her stead ! 

There is grief, there is grief—there is anguish and 
strife, 

See, the sufferer is toiling for breath ; 
For the spirit will cling, Oh! how fondly 
| And stern is the struggle with death! 
| But the terrible conflict grows deadlier still, 

Till the last fatal symptoms have birth ; 


, to life, 





clazed, and the heart-blood is 
chill ; 
| And this is the portion of Earth! 
| HEAVEN. 


There is bliss, there is bliss—in the regions above 
They have opened the gates of the sky ; 
A spirit hath soared to those mansions of love, 
And seeks for admittance on high. 
And friends long divided are hasting to greet 
To a land, where no sorrow may come, 
And the seraphs are eager a sister to meet, 
And to welcome the child to its home! 





and that There is bliss, there is bliss—at the foot of the throne 
“the salt has lost its sa-|they ought to despise it as an AMUSEMENT de- 


vour,”’ the peculiar features of Christianity will! grading to the character, and as injurious to 
It is said | the pursuits of immortal beings, will be at once | 
of Sir Matthew Hale, “ that he was an extra-| 
ordinary proficient at school, and for some time than others, 


See the spirit all purified bend ; 
| J And it beams with delight since it gazes alone 
On the face of a father, a friend ! 
Then it joins inthe anthems for ever that rise, 
And its frailty or folly forgiven ; 
It is dead to the earth ; and new born to the skies ; 
And this is the portion of Heaven! 
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Among the circumstances which have mark- 
ed the progress of the new sect, scarcely any 
thing has been more remarkable than the per 
tinaeity and untiring assiduity, with which its 
adherents have endeavoured to support their| 
claims to a majority. 
object, no expedients nor occasions seem to 
have been neglected, nor have they been at all 


In furtherance of om ven in Green street 





can say, that since it came into our possession, 


|it has again been subjected to the closest scru- 


tiny—again been tested by competent judges, 
and we fear not to recommend it to the confi- 


idence of all, as a document, which, however 
it may be denied, is beyond the reach of refu- 


tation. 

In addition to the several -results which are 
pointed out in the remarks appended to the 
document, we take the liberty to say, that 
, the smallest of the five 
monthly meetings sctuded in the estimate, the 
proportion of Hicksites to Friends, at the period 


scrupulous, where facts were not in accord- lof the separation, was but about two and a half 


ance with their purposes, to resort to exag-| 
geration, and, in a variety of instances, even 
to gross misrepresentation. 


to one. A very different case, indeed, from the 
representation made bya well known leader and 


Thus our ears| member of that meeting, when, in our hear- 


A reader of * The Priend’ will perceive 
that we have given room for one of his con- 
tributions to-day; the other, though unexcep* 
tionable in itself, for reasons which could be 
explained in a personal interview, is suspend- 
ded, at Jeast for the present. 





From the Christian Observer for November. 
MIRACULOUS SUPPLY OF QUAILS. 
The following passage in L. Simond’s s very 

interesting “ Voyage en Italie et en Sicile,” 

published at Paris in the present year, appear- 
ing to me to throw some light on the nature of 
the miraculous supply of quails recorded in the 
eleventh chapter of the Book of Numbers, I 
send it to you, for insertion in your miscellany. 
‘* The quantity of quails,” says that author, 


have become familiar with ninety-nine hun-| ing, and in his usual vehement and declama-|tome ii. p. 299, “and other birds of passage, 
dredths, nineteen-twenticths, and so on, down| tory manner, he exclaimed, with reference to 


to two-thirds, the very lowest admitted com-| 
parison of numbers, which, they say, the Hicks-| 
ites bear to Friends. Believing, as we do, 


the whole quarterly meeting, somewhat on| 
this wise:—* And who are those persons that 
would assume to themselves the control off 





that the important question, of who are to be 
considered as constituting the genuine body of | 
Friends, rests upon prineiples totally giffe rent! 
from that of numerical preponderancy, we) 
have generally treated those random state- 
ments, however for the moment their extreme 
absurdity may have excited our astonishment, 
with merited indifference and neglect. Yet, 


it is known from experience, that assertions | 


boldly made and often reiterated, however ri- 
diculous and improbable, will, if uncontradict- 
ed, in time be admitted as true; and though 
the influence of numbers cannot affect the im- 


Green street monthly meeting ? 
viduals in these upper seats, (pointing to the 
galleries,) and perhaps some in this direction, 
itheir children, (exte nding his arm towards the 
| body of the me eting, ) about one-twentieth of 
| the whole body of Friends !’ 

In conclusion, we may express a hope, that 
|Friends in the different quarterly meetings 
constituting this yearly meeting, will be incited 
| by the example we have set, to institute simi- 
ilar investigations, and forward statements ac- 
lc cordingly. if the results in some cases should| 
| be less favourable, that ought not to deter 


which, in the course of their annual emigra- 
tions from one side of the Mediterranean to 
the other, fall down exhausted on the island of 
Capri, is so great, that the tithe of this singu- 


A few indi-| lar description of harvest forms alone the prin- 


’ 


cipal part of the whole revenue of the bishop.’ 

Now, even were we under the necessity of 
supposing that the immense multitude of quails 
mentioned by Moses, had all been especially 
created on that occasion, and that nothing ap- 
proaching to such a flight and supply of this 
kind of bird had ever, at any other time, been 
witnessed, still would not the faith of him who 
believes the divine inspiration of the Holy 
Scriptures, and the omnipotence of their Au- 
thor, be in the slightest degree shaken; the 
greatest deviation from the ordinary course of 


mutable distinctions of right and wrong, it has,| them; we have no doubt that the general sum-/ nature being equally easy to the Almighty with 
nevertheless, its effect upon the human mind| mary will exhibit a state of things far more en-) the smallest. But we have no reason, it would 


in moments of depression. Even Elijah, that’ 


eminently favoured servant and prophet of the| 
Most High, must have felt his spirit invigorat-| 


ed and cheered, when, after uttering the plain-} 
tive language, “ The children of Israel have} 
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine al- 
tars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; 
and I, even I only, am left,’’ it was announced 
to him, * Yet I have left me seven thousand in 
Israel, all the knees which have not bowed un- 
to Baal, and every mouth which hath not kiss- 
ed him.’’ But many of the deluded follow-}! 
ers of Elias Hicks, accustomed to yield impli- 
cit credence to whatever might seem to favour 
their cause, have doubtless been simple enough 
to confide in these erroneous estimates; and 
we fear, also, that not a few even of those who 
remain attached to the good old cause, are 
labouring under very mistaken views on the 
subject. On the other hand, we entertained 
the belief, that the result of a proper investi- 
gation would place the matter upon an entire- 
ly different footing, so far as respects Philadel- 


phia at least, and therefore made arrange- 
ments to have such an investigation under- 
A friend of ours, well qualified for the 
he had unre- 


taken. 
task, voluntecred in the service: 
served access to all the records and papers o 


the respective meetings necessary for the pur- 
pose, and, with the co-operation of several in- 
dividuals well acquainted with the concerns of 
those meetings, he has, after much pains, and 
with the most rigid attention to accuracy, pro- 
duced the statement which we have ‘to-day 
On our part, we 


placed. before our readers. 


couraging than many do at present imagine. 





As an appropriate accompaniment to the! 
exhibit which we have given respecting Phila-| 
delphia, we copy from the last number of | 
| Bates’ Micellaneous Repository, 
ing :— 
“ In a letter I received,” says the editor, “ not long} 
jafter the Yearly Meeting from a valuable correspon-| 
dent in New York, I was informed that about two} 
thirds of the meeting of Ministers and Elders, be- 
longing to that Yearly Meeting were with Friends: 
and about the same proportion of the meeting for 
Sufferings: the Clerks of the Yearly Meeting: the 
boarding school committee, its Treasurer, Superin- 
tendant and Teachers, the Treasurer of the Yearly 
Meeting, &c.” 

Another letter, dated 17th of 11th month, says: 
“ The state of things in this Yearly Meeting proves 
to be much better than we had expected : Our Quar- 
terly Mectings are all supported.” *** “ We have! 
had no enumeration made, but I am inclined to be- 
lieve that in the four southern Quarterly Meetings, 
about one quarter part are rete nds: in two others, 
one third : and in the other six, a decided preponder- 
ance in numbers, [are] in vane of the principles 
and order of the Society; and throughout, the princi- 
pal leading members who have been exercised in the 
Discipline are with us. There are, of course, excep- 
tions, but in many monthly meetings it is remark- 
ably the case. There are very few monthly meet- 
ings laid down—Jericho, and two to the north, and 
perhaps one or two more that I have not heard 
from. 

A letter from another correspondent, dated on the 
Sth of 12th month, says: “Our situation in this 
Yearly Meeting is abundantly better than we ex- 
pected. I believe about one half remain firm to 
sound principles, and in the meeting of ministers 
and elders, at least two thirds.” 












jas this. 


seem, to have recourse to such a supposition 
Similar phenomena, we learn from 
M. Simond,—and his account is confirmed by 
other authors,—are not unusual in the more 
south-eastern parts of the world. The precise 


the follow-| nature, therefore, of the miraculous supply of 


| quails recorded in the Bible, consists partly, 
we may suppose, in the unw sual quantity of the 


birds which constituted this flight; but princi- 
pally in their being brought by a wind as ex- 
| traordinary almost for its vehemence as for its 
| effects, (“a wind from the Lord,’* Num. xi. 31,) 
|\to the very spot, and at the very time, which 
had been previously pointed out. N. J. 


——————————————EE——E——E—E 


DIED, 

On sixth day, 30th ultimo, after a painful 
illness of seven days, in the 17th year of his 
jage, Josnva M. Auien, son of Clarles and 
| Rebecca Allen of this city. He was a duti- 
‘ful son, and was remarkably preserved in sim- 
plicity and innocence. We believe he was 
divinely supported, and enabled to bear his 
sufferings with great fortitude and patience. 
We doubt not he has been thus early taken in 
mercy from the trials and temptations of this 
life, and feel the consoling evidence that his 
immortal soul rests in peace with his Redeem- 
er and his God. 


Died, on first day morning, 8th instant, Hannan, 
wife of George F. Randolph. 


. on the 9th instant, in the 78th year of his 
age, Jouns Horins, long a respectable merchant of 
this city. 
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